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without protest, by Prince Kung. The Bang's vassal-
dom was of so tenuous a character, and his own field
of vision so limited, that he did not consider it
necessary to make any communication to Peking
on the subject of this Treaty until 1882. At this date
he made up his mind as to the respective merits and
demerits of King Log and King Stork and thought
fit to appeal to his suzerain for help against the
encroachments of France, In the Treaty of 1874, the
intention of the French Government to establish a
protectorate over Annam had been made unmistak-
ably clear, and the Chinese seem to have realised in
a vague sort of way that its provisions were incom-
patible with the maintenance of their ancient
suzerainty, hitherto recognised by the Annamite
tribute missions to Peking. Nevertheless, they lacked
energy and courage to face the definite issue, and
matters were allowed to drift on the time-honoured
" wait and see " principle, China's rights lapsing by
default as the French invasion advanced. The capture
of the citadel of Hanoi (April, 1882) finally compelled
them to take action of some sort. Chinese troops
were accordingly sent to co-operate with the " Black
Flag" irregulars, who, as local levies, had been
waging guerilla warfare, not altogether unsuccessfully,
in TongMng. The course of the subsequent war and
protracted negotiations, finally concluded by the
restoration of peace in April, 1885, need not be
described in detail here ; students of Chinese history
will find it well and fairly compiled, from official
locuments, by M. Cordier in the second volume of
lis " Histoire des Relations de la Chine " (Paris, 1902).
The part played by Li Hung-chang throughout
:his affair was markedly and consistently conciliatory.